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Conclusions

Methods: Par�cipants rated the social status of 
individuals and ensembles stimuli taken from 
all rungs of ladder. Racial composition is 
homogeneous. 

Methods: Par�cipants rated the social status 
of individuals and ensembles taken 
from the middle rungs of ladder. Racial 
composi�on was varied. 
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A crowd amplifica�on effect in the percep�on of social status
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Takeaway: There was an amplifica�on of 
social status ra�ngs across all ensemble 
condi�ons. The interac�on with race was 
significant, demonstra�ng even greater 
amplifica�on of sets containing black 
individuals.

Takeaway: Even when expected ensemble 
social status ra�ngs were extreme, the actual 
ra�ngs were even more extreme. Low sets got 
even lower and high sets got even higher.

Alwis, Y., & Haberman, J. (2018). Emotional judgments of individual scenes are in�uenced by unintentional averaging. Journal of Vision, 18(10), 89.

Ensemble perception is the ability to perceive sets of similar objects using summary 
statistics. This process necessarily removes information about individual items. These 
experiments explore the socio-cognitive consequences of losing individual information 
through the lens of social status, a multidimensional construct.
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Questions: How do observers perceive the social status of a crowd? What role does 
race play in in�uencing that perception?

Verosky, S. C., Tyack, L., & Martinez, J. E. (2021). The group extremity e�ect: Group ratings of negatively and positively evaluated groups of faces are 
  more extreme than the average ratings of their members. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 96, 104161.

Perception of social status is altered when judging people within the context of a crowd 
versus in isolation. Race played a role in amplifying ensemble ratings.  


