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 Is it possible to recreate the experience of 
ancient space?

 Is it a worthwhile attempt to do so, when 
modern humans can never bring the same 
cultural habitus to the physical world as their 
ancient counterparts did? 

 If it isn’t possible ever to understand the past, 
why study it?



“[Phenomenology] connects a symmetrical archaeology 
to major trends in the discipline since the 1960s and to key 
components of archaeological practice - relational 
ontologies, mixtures of past and present, people and 
things, biology and culture, individual and society. 
Symmetrical archaeology is a culmination of effort in 
archaeology to undercut these modernist dualities and to 
recognize the vitality of the present past. 
Symmetry adds new force to the claim that archaeologists 
have a unique perspective on human 
engagements with things, on social agency and 
constructions of contemporary identity. …

Shanks 2007, p. 589



“… The radical separation of past (to be studied) and the 

contemporary location and viewpoint of archaeologists is 
one that regularly involves according primacy to the past. 
For the past, uncontrovertibly would seem, can have 
happened only the way it did, and what did happen cannot 

be changed by the will of some later archaeologist. The 
objective reality of the past, immediately 
present in archaeological remains, faces off the 
contemporary archaeologist possessed by a 
subjective will to know. … 

Shanks 2007, p. 590



“… A successful account of the past is not so much a 
measure of accordance between the way things were 
and our archaeological account, as it is a personal and 
social achievement (Latour 1987). Archaeologists, 
under this attitude and understanding, do not 
discover the past. Archaeologists work on what is left of 
the past (Shanks 1992). And this process, of course, is 
something that takes us far beyond the academic discipline and 
profession (Schnapp et al. 2004). An archaeological sensibility 
of attending to traces and remains is one that unites the 
discipline and profession with memory and many practices and 
cultures of collection (Schnapp 1993). Archaeology is a 
process of mutual self-constitution, under this 
attitude. Working on the past makes us who we 
are.” Shanks 2007, p. 591
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Private Public

Inhabitant / Visitor

Inhabitant / Inhabitant



(After 
Q. Letesson 2009)

Phase 1 Phase 2

Value of Integration 1.570 1.178

Mean Depth 2.333 2

Number of Cells 6 6
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Wallace-Hadrill 1998, Fig. 12 
Pompeii, Casa degli Amanti, plan (after Elia). 
Service areas shaded (2-3, 14-19). Note that 
floor patterns distinguish the reception areas 
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Matrix Organization in Tylissos C
(After  Preziosi 1983)



Room to Room Circulation in the West House, Akrotiri
(After Palyvou 2005)



Bent Axis at Amnisos &
MM II Shrine at Malia
(Betancourt 2007)



Exterior Circulation in Kommos Building T (Shaw 2006)
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